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September 20,2010 

Office of General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E. Street N.W. 
Washington, DC 20463 

Dear General Counsel, 

Enclosed please find one original and three copies of a Complaint filed by Mr. Dan La 
Botz, the Socialist Party of Ohio candidate for United States Senate in Ohio, against a 
consortium of eight news organizations in Ohio and Rob Portman and Lee Fisher, the 
Repubiican and Democratic candidates for United States Senate. Mr. La Botz alleges a pretty 
straight-forward violation of the FECA, that is, the news consortium of eiĝ t corporate members, 
Lee and Fisher, did not establish any criteria at all for the debates. Mr. La Botz repeatedly, np 
until the filmg of this Complaint, has attempted to learn the criteriB in an effort to satisfy 
wfaatever standatris were imposed. The news Respondents, ONO and its corporate members, 
have steadfiutly refused to reveal any objective standards. 

Because the debates are scheduled to begin in the first week of October 2010, and given 
the clear nature of tiie violation, Mr. La Botz respectfully requests that tfae General Counsel 
expedite these proceedings and seek either conciliation with the Respondents or a preliminary 
injunction in fiederal court so tfaat he might participate in these important debates. 

Mr. La Botz's mailing address, which is listed in f 2 df the Complaint, is: Dan La Botz, 
Cincinnati, OH 4S220. Mine is on the letterhead. Please let me know 

if there is anytfaing I can do to assist in this process. 

Sincerely, 

Mark R. Brown 
Attomey-at-Law 
614-236-6590 
mbrown@law.capital.edu 

law.capltal.edu 303 East Broad Street/Columbus. Ohio/43215-3200/phone614 236-6500/fax 614 236-6956 
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T *v. ^ ir t)FFICE OF GENERAL • 
In the matter of: COUNSEL / 

OHIO NEWSPAPER ORGANIZATION; "'^ 
THE TOLEDO BLADE; THE (CANTON) REPOSITORY; 
THE (CLEVELAND) PLAIN DEALER; THE i Jl^fL 
COLUMBUS DISPATCH; THE CINCINNATI MUR NO. _fi^Z> J? 

_ ENQUIRER; THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS; THE 
S AKRON BEACON JOURNAL; THE (YOUNGSTOWN) 
rvi VINDICATOR; ROB PORTMAN; and LEE FISHER 

Kl 

% COMPLAINT 

O 1. Dan La Botz, the 2010 Socialist Party of Ofaio candidate for the United States Senate in 
^ Ohio, brings tiiis Complaint to tfae Federal Election Commission (hereinafler, FEC or 

'XDonunission**) against die Ohio Newspaper Organization (ONO), a £9r-profit association of 
eight for-profit corporations organized under the laws of the State of Ohio, Rob Portman, the 
Republican Patty's candidate for tfae United States Senate in Ofaio, and Lee Fisher, the 
Democratic Party's candidate for the United States Senate in Ohio, for violations oftfae Federal 
Election Campaign Act (FECA). 

COMPLAINANT 

2. Dan La Botz is tiie Socialist Party of Ohio's candidate for Ohio's 2010 United States 
Senate seat. He is qualified under Ohio law for the 2010 general election ballot and will be 
formally listed on Ohio's ballots throughout the state as the SodaUst Party of Ohio's candidate 
for United States Senate. He is nmning against Lee Fisher, tfae Democratic Party nominee, Rob 
Portman, the Republican Party nominee, Eric Deaton, tfae Constitution Party's nominee, and 
Michael Pryce, an independent, for the United States Senate in Ohio. Mr. La Botz's mailing 
address is: Dan La Botz, , Cincinnati, OH 45220. 

RESPONDENTS 

3. The Ohio Newspaper Organization (ONO) is a for-profit, unincorporated business 
association consisting of the eigjht largest newspapers in Ohio. These dgjht newspapers are all 
for-profit corporations organized under the laws of Ohio, and all benefit financially fixnn the 
operations of ONO. The ONO's purpose is to share news stories between its dgjbt members and 
jointly partidpate in rq)ortiAg the news for the profit of its members. ONO's members are all 
jointiy financially vested in ONO's dedsions and actions, and all jointiy profit firom ONO's 
decisions and actions. ONO's and its dgjht members sponsorship of the senatorial debates 
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between Rob Portman, the Republican candidate, and Lee Fisher, the Democratic candidate, 
benefit ONO and its dght members financially by creating news and increasing readership. 

4. The Toledo Blade, tfae (Canton) Rqx>sitoiy, the (Cleveland) Plain Dealer, the Columbus 
Dispatdi, the Cindnnati Enqdrer, the Dayton Daily News, the Akron Beacon Journal, and the 

r (Youngstown) Vioilicatar are tfae dght corporate members of ONO. • All of tfaese v&irs 
organizations partidpate in ONO's decisions, all are finandaily benefitted by ONO's decisions, 
and all are uidividually and jointly responsible for ONO's actions. The mailing addresses ofthe 
eight coiporate news organizations joined in a business assodation known as ONO are: 

•H The Akron Beacon Joumai 
<N 44 East Exchange Street 
^ Akron, OH 44308 
Kl _ 
^ The Toledo Blade Company 
<T 541N. Superior Street 
O Toledo, OH 43660 
Kl 
^ The (Canton) Repository 

500 Market Avenue South 
Canton, OH 44702 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer 
Pldn Dealer Plaza 
1801 Superior Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44114-2198 

The Columbus Dispatch 
34 Soutii Third Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 

The Cindnnati Enquirer 
312 Efan Street . 
Cindnnati, OH 45202 

The Dayton Daily News 
Cox OUo Publishing Media Center 
1611 Soutii Mmn Street 
Dayton, OH 45409 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator 
107 Vindicator Square 
Youngstown, OH 44503 



5. Rob Portman is tfae Republican Party's candidate for Ohio's 2010 United States Senate 
seat. His campaign's mdling address is: Portman for Senate, PO Box 39, Terrace Park, OH 
45174. 

6. Lee Fisher is the Democratic Party's candidate for Ofaio's 2010 United States Senate seat. 
His campdgn's maiiing actress is: Fisher for.Ohio, PO Box 1418, iSolmnbus, OH 43216. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

7. On September 1, 2010, ONO and its corporate members announced that they were 
sponsoring a series of debates between Lee Fisher, the Democratic Party's candidate for Ohio's 
United States Senate seat, and Rob Portman, the Republican Party's candidate for Ohio's United 

^ States Senate seat See U.S. Senate candidate agree to three televised dd>ates, Columbus 
1̂  Dispatdi, September 1, 2010 (Attadiment 1). The three debates are to be sponsored by ONO 
ST and its members, and all will be tdevised by dtfaer by independent broadcast operators or 
^ broadcast operatora owned by or affiliated with ONO members. Negotiations between the 

major-party candidates for United States Senate m Ohio and ONO took place beginning in June 
2010, see Iî etter finm Marian HJ Littie, Jr. to Mark R. Brown, dated Sqptember 14, 2010 
(Attacfament 2) ("ONO began to put togetiier its proposal for 4fae instant debate in June 2010"). 

8. The debates negotiated by ONO, its corporate members and the Fisher and Portman 
campdgns have been formally sdieduled to be held in Cleveland, Toledo and Colunibus during 
the montii of October 2010. 

9. The first debate is sehedided to be held in Toledo, Oluo on Oetober 4,2010 at 7 PM at a 
local public high sdiooL See Fisher and Portman spar on Oct 4 in Toledo on live tdevidon, Hie 
Toledo Blade, Sep. 8, 2010 (Attadiment 3). The second debate is sdieduled to be hdd m 
Clevdand on October 8,2010, at noon at tiie City Club of Clevdand. See U.S. Senate candidate 
agree to fhnee televised debates, Columbus Dispatnh, Septembfsr 1,2010 (Attaehment 1). The 
tfaird debate is sdieduled to be hdd in Cohuxibus on October 12, 2010 at 8 pm as a "studio 
debate," see U.S. Senate candidate agree to three televised ddiates, Columbus Dispatch, 
September 1, 2010 (Attadiment 1), with the predse location of tfae studio not yet announced. 
See Attachment 4. 

IQ. All tfaree debates are to be broadcast live lon local television. Tho: first and seoend 
debates in Toledo and Clevdand will be carried by ONN. See Attaehment 4. The first debate in 
Toledo will dso be carried by Toledo television station WTVG (Channel 13). See Fisher and 
Portman spar on Oct 4 in Toledo on live tdevision. The Toledo Blade, Sep. 8,2010 (Attadmient 
3). The third debote in Columbus will be earned by ONN and Colrnnbus tdevision station 
lOTV. êe Attadiment 4. According to die Colnmfaiis Dispatdi, the two bed tdevidon stations 
broadcasting the debates are "locd TV partners of three ofthe dght newspapers sponsoring the 



debates ...." See U.S. Senate candidate agree to three tdevised dd>ates, Columbus Dispatch, 
September 1,2010 (Attadiment 1). 

11. A pand of four newspaper reporters drawn fixim the dght members of ONO will question 
the two candidates at all three debates. See U.S. Senate candidate agreo to three tdevised 
^i^bates, Columbus. Dispatdi, Ss^itember 1, 2010 (Attacfameat 1). Tbqjgmoderator will, be a 
journalist affiliated witii one of the d^t newspapers' partnering TV stations. Id. 

12. Compldnant, Dan La Botz, is ddy qudified to appear on Ohio's bdlot as the Soddist 
^ Party of Ofaio's candidate for Ofaio's Umted States Senate seat for tfae 2010 generd dection. 

^ 13. The Socidist Party USA, of whicfa tfae Soddist Party of OMo is a member, is a direct 
^ descendant of Eugene Debs's Socialist Party of America. Eugene Debs ran for President five 
^ times fixim 1900 to 1920. See RAY GINGER, THE BENDING CROSS: A BIOGRAPHY OF EUGENE 

VICTOR DEBS (1949) (recounting Debs's preddentid campdgns)̂  In 1912, Debs won 6% of tfae 
popular vote—more than 900,000 votes dl told. See JAMES CHACE, 1912: WILSON, TAFT & 

JfJ DEDS—THE ELECTION THAT CHANGED THE COUNTRY (2004) (desoribing tiie 1912 preddentid 
dection). 

14. Historicdly, the Soddist Party of America has performed better in Ohio than in most 
otiier states. In 1912, for example, Dd)s won 8.69% of the vote (90,144 votes) in Ohio's 
presidentid dection. See 1912 Presidentid Generd Election Resdts—Ohio 
flittp://uselectionaflas.org/RESULTS/). In 1920, while serving time in federd prison for 
protesting the Great War, Dd)S won 57,147 votes in Ohio, or 2.83 % of tiiose cast for Preddent. 
See 1920 Presidentid Election Resdts—Ohio flittp://tt5electionatias.org/RESULTS/).* In 1932, 
Norman Thomas, running on the Soddist Party tidcet, continued wliat Debs started by winnfaig 
64,094 votes (2.46%) in Ohio. See 1932 Presidentid Election Results—Ohio 
flittp.//uselectionaflas.ore/RESULTS/^.' 

15. A significant percentege of Americans, and a large percentage of Americans living in 
Ohio, fovor the ideas expressed by Socidist Party candidates. A Gdlup Poll fixmi Febiuary of 

' Eugene Debs and the Socialist Paity have a unique connection to Hat State of Ohio. Debs, after all, was arrested in 
Canton, Ohio for delivering a qieech criticizing tte war efiG^ êe Ginger, «Hpra, at 377. Hewaschaiged 
with espionage, lost in tlie Supreme Court, see Debs v. United States, 249 U.S. 211 (1919), and spent several years 
in prison. 5Iee GINGER, n^ni. 

^ It was largely because of SooiBlist sueceases tfaat die Ohio logisfaiturc changed ita ballot access fanvs topxedude 
minor parties. According to Richard Winger, editn of Ballot Access News, fhe Socialist Labor Pady in 1946 
surprisingly won 13.88S votes for a United States Senate seat and 11,203 votes fbr Governor. See Richard Wmger, 
Ballot Format: Must Candidates be TV êdEqualfy?, 45 CLEVE. ST. L. REV. 87,90 (1997). This development, 
Winger reports, did not please Ohio's legislators. Id In an effint to keep Socialist candidates offthe ballot and stop 
Hemy Wallace's '̂ n̂ ogressive" canpaign for Ftesident in 1948, the Ohio legislature in 1947 erased party labeb 
from minor candidates' bdlot-listings and attenqMed to pteveot independent presidantial candidates from using 
Ohio's petition process. Af. at 90-91. 
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2010 repoits tfaat "soddism" is viewed favorably by 36% of Americans. Pew and Rasmussen 
polls have produced similar resdts. See http://www.gdlup.com/poll/125645/sodalism-viewed-
positivdv-
americaiis.aspx:http://www.rasmussenreports.coin/public content/politics/generd politics/april 
2009/just 53 sav capitdism better than soddism: ' 
http://piferesCTffch.org/yiiibs/1̂ 83/poBfl8d-ifaetoric-<afM 
states-ridits. 

16. Because of imconstitutiond bdlot access restrictions existing in Ohio before 2008, see 
^ Libertarian Party of Ohio v. Blackwell, 462 F.3d 579 (6^ Cir. 2006); Libertarian Party of Ohio 

V. Brunner, 567 F. Supp.2d 1006 (S.D. Ohio 2008), minor-party candidates, uiduding Sodalists, 
itq- have been routinely and unconstitutiondly prevented fix>m running for office since tfae 1940s. 
Kl 

nni 17. Ofaio's unoonstituttonal exclusion of minor-party candidates for dxty-plus years from its 
]̂  bdlots has led Ohio's primaiy news outiets, including the dĝ t corporate members of ONO, to 

habitudly and presumptively focus coverage exclusively mi the two major parties. Ohio news 
I n organizations, espeddly tfaose who faave joined to form tfae ONO, faave made a habit of ignoring 
*̂  candidates who are not affiliated with dtfaer tfae Democratic or Republican Parties. The first poll 

tfaat even mentioned. Dan La Botz (conducted by the Columbus Dispatdi), for example, was not 
rdeased until September 5, 2010, see Daird Rowland, More Ohioans plan to vote for 
Rqiublicans in the election, and tfaey are exdted to do so. But a lot can happen before Nov. 2, 
The Columbus Dispatch, Sept 5, 2010 (Attachment 5), severd months after polls focusing 
exdudvdy on Fisher and Portman began bdng conducted. See, e.g., 
htto://www.rasmussenreDort8.com/Dublic content/ix)litics/dections/dection 2010/election 2010 

senate elections/ofaio/toplines/toolines ofaio senate march 4 2010 (Rasmussen Poll). See 
generally 
htto.7/www.redclean)olitiss.com/eDolls/2010/senate/oh/ofaiQ senate portman vs fisher-
1069.htinl#oolls (Red Clear Politics listing of dl polls relevant to Ohio's 2010 seoatorid 
contest). 

18. . The Columbus Dispatdi poll described in f 17 was conducted by mdl between August 
25, 2010 and Sqitember 3, 2010, see Rowland, supra, whidi was after ONO and its membera 
had ahready dedded to exclude La Botz firom its sdiedded debates. It codd therefore not have 
played a part in ONO's and its membera' dedsion to exdude Complainant 

19. ONO's and its membership's sponsorship of the debates described in ̂  7-11 was 
negotiated exdusivdy witfa the campdgns of Respondents, Rob Portman and Lee Fisher. 
Complainant's campdgn was never contacted about his avdlability. He was never notified ofthe 
negotiations witfa tfae Fisher and Portman campaigns. He was never asked by ONO, its members, 
or the Fidier and Portman; campdgns, about his desire to be included in the ddiales described in 
n 7-11. Notwithstanding tiiat he is an official, recognized party candidate on the bdlot in Ohio, 



ONO's and its corporate members' sdiedding of the debates between the Republican and 
Democratic candidates for Umted States Senate was accomplished without tiie Complainant's 
knowledge. Compldnant was never invited, was never notified, was never informed of any 
criteria used for dedding who wodd be in the debates, and was never afforded any opportumty 
to demonstrate that he satisfied any 'V̂ e-existing objective criteria" justifying his inclusionjn tfae 
debates. ^ • . » ^ 

20. Ĉ ompldnant leamed of the negotiations surrounding tfae debates described in 7-11 
ody because he read a news article in the Jdy 20, 2010 issue of tfae Columbus Dispatch 

Ln rqiorting tfaat negotiations were under way. See Jonatiian Riskind, Debate detdls lie ahead for 
^ Fisher, Portman, The Columbus Dispatdi, Jdy 20, 2010 (Attadunent 6). On Jdy 25,2010, La 
<qr Botz pdilidied a letter in tfae Columbus Dispatdi complaining about his exdudon from tfae 
^ discusdons. See Attachment 7. During the six weeks tiiat followed, Complainam was not 
^ contacted by any member of tiie ONO diout the debates. 

O 21. On August 23, 2010, Mr. La Botz's campdgn created an odine petition for open and 
indusive politicd dd>ates. The La Botz campdgn directed tiie petition toward the attention of 
Ohio's Secretaiy of State and asked tfaat the Secretaiy of State intervene. See 
httD://www.cibanfl«.orp/periti«ny/viaw/petitiQii foiL indusive pditical debates ,in ofaio. On 
September 5,2010, following the ONO's announcement tfaat ody Portman and Fisher wodd be 
induded in its debates. La Botz sent a letter to tfae dgiht newspapers that make up the ONO 
requesting tfaat fae "be included in the ddiates whidi your organization is helping to organize." 
None of the redpients responded. On Sqitember 6, 2010, Mr. La Botz peraondly phoned Mr. 
Tom Cailinan, editor of tfae Cincinnati Enquirer, and leR a message regarding his exdusion fiom 
the debates. Mr. Cailinan never retumed the odi. That same day tiie campdgn issued a press 
release calling for Mir. La Botz's includon in Ihe debates. None of the ONO's members 
responded. On Sqitember 7,2Q10, La Botz's campdgn laiindied a new onfine petition, this time 
targeting tfae editora of tfae dght newspapen comprising the Ohio Newspaper Organization. See 
htto://»ww.change.org/petitioiis/vicay/petition for inclusive, senate cp"'^»d«te riAatea in t^htt^ 

22. In response to itiiis second odine petition. Complainant recdved on Sqitember 8,2010, a 
response fixim Mr. Bruce Winges, editor and vice-preddent of the Akron Beacon Joumd, one of 
tfae dght corporate members of QNO. Mr. Winges admitted in an &-mdl message (Attadiment 
8) that ONO used no pre-existing objective criteria to exdude La Botz: 

The Ofaio News Organization generaHy follows the stwctuce used by tfae Commisdon on 
Pieddentid Ddiates, wliich dlows for ody the major-party candidates to ddiate. The 
logic is sound: JB a tdevidon dd>ate finrnat, wfaen time constraints limit tiie number of 
questions and answera to be heard, it is oftfae utmost importance that votera hear fixmi the 
two candidates who are dearly tiie fixmtrrunnera for the office. While we have and will 
continue write about third-party carididates when wairanted, induding tfaem in debates 
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limits Ohioans' ability to hear answers fixim tfae top candidates on issues criticd to the 
stete's foture. 

23. Contrary to Mr. Winges's assertion, the Commission on Presidentid Ddiates does not 
automatically predude minor candidates fipom partidpating in its debates. Instead, the 
Ceramisdon follows '̂ êxisting objective criteriî that is, whetfaer a candidate objectivdŷ ^̂  
polls 15% of the popdar vote prior to the structuring of tiie debate. See Becker v. FEC, 230 F.3d 
381,386(1" Cir. 2000). 

U) 24. Mr. Winges erroneously concluded that tfae Conunission on Presidentid Debates "dlows 
1̂  for ody tfae major-party candidates to debate" and tfaat tfais approach was lawfd under the 
• T FECA. Mr. Winges and tfae ONO likewise erroneously concluded that the ONO and its coiporate 
' ̂  membera codd sunilarly and lawfiiUy "diow fiir ody the major-party candidates to ddiate." 
I fl 
"T 
<T 25. On Sqitember 10, 2010, Complainant, through legd counsd (Mr. Mark R. Brown), sent 
< ̂  via Umted States Mdl a letter (Attadiment 9) to eadi of ONO's coiporate membera advising that 
|[J the ONO's exclusive stnicturing of the debates violated tfae FECA and demanding tfaat fae (Mr. 

La Botz) be included in the debates. On Sqitember 14,2010, ONO and its members responded 
via an electromcdly transmitted letter to Brown. See Attadiment 2. In this letter, ONO's legd 
oounsd (Mr. Marion Littie) asserted tfaat "ONO considered a number of objective criteria in 
detennining which candidates to invite. Spedficdiy, tfae ONO considered fixmt-runner status 
based on then-existing (̂ dimipiac and party polling, fimdrdsing reports, in addition to party 
affiliation." (Empfaads origind). 
26. Mr. Littie did not in fais letter explain what thrediolds a qudified candidate needed to 
meet nor dte to any documents or infoimation that estdilished these dleged criteria before 
invitations were handed out to Portman and Fisher. 

27. The alleged criteria referred to by Mr. Littie in his September 14, 2010 letter had never 
been made known to Complainant or anyone else outside the small cirde of dgjht ONO members 
and tiie Portman and Fisher campdgns before Sqitember 14, 2010—̂ long after the ddiates had 
been findized and Complainant excluded. These dleged criteria have never been made 
generdly and/or publidy known. 

28. The dleged criteria dleged by Mr. Littie are nbt criteria within the common meaning of 
the word. A "criterion," according to most dicticnaries, is a "standand on whidi a judgment or 
decision may be based." See, e.g., Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionary flitto://www.meniam-
webster.com/dictionarv/criteriaV (}uinmpiac polls, party polling, and fundrdsing repoits ody 
constitute evidence used to satisfy whatever standaid has been set This evidence does not, and 
cannot, constitute the objective standard itsdf. The dleged evidence cannot he the criteria. 



29. The evidence identified by Mr. Littie is not even objective: 

a. Qumnipiac polling fixim November 2009 through the present date has never 
mentioned or included tiie Compldiiant's, Mr. La Botz, name or party. See 
htto://www.reddearDolitics.com/epolls/2010/senate/oh/ohio senate portman vs fisher-

0 1069.fatnd#oolls (Red Clear B«>litics listing of dlpolls r d e ^ to Ohio'a 2010 senatorid contest 
induding (Jmnnipiac polls). No objective observer wodd be able to come to any eoncludon 
about Mr. La Botz's or tiie Socidist Party's popularity relative to Fidier's and Portman's by 
looking at tfaese polls. The polls "push" the major candidates. 

^ b. "Party polling" is by defimtion partisan and not objective. 

^ c. '*Fundrdsing rqiort" is nwamngless in the absence of greater specifidty, 
^ including faow mudi fundrdsing was reqmred and faow it wdĝ ed in tfae ONO's decisiond 
^ cdcdus. 

p 30. Complainant was never asked to supply fais own party polling or fimdraising rqiorts to 
*̂  tfae ONO or any of its membera. He was never invited to explain wfay tfae Ĉ nmpiac polls were 
*̂  not tnily objective indicatora of his suppoit He was never contacted by the ONO or its 

. membera. He was never told what the ONO's criteria were. 

31. The ody arguable standards identified by Mr. Littie in his Sqitember 14, 2010 letter to 
Mr. Brown were **fi»nt-runnei" status and '"party afiSliation." "Front-runnei" status, however, is 
too vague to constitute an objective criterion. "Party affiliation," likewise, is too amorphous to 
have any objective meaning. Moreover, tfae FEC has previously warned against using party 
affiliation as a criterion. Indeed, its sole use is impeimissible under the FEC's rdes. 

32. On September 14,2010, afier recdving Mr. Littie's electromcally-transmitted letter, Mr. 
Brown e-mdled to Mr. Littie (at his invitetion) several additiond questions in an effort to darify 
tht ONO's dleged criteria: 

[Y]ou loosdy dte "Ĉ imipiac and party polling, fundrdsing reports, in addition to party 
affiliation." Can you be more spedfic in teims of polling and fundrdsing rqxnts? 

Is it your position, on behdf of the ONO, tfaat it was prepared to ody invite two 
candidates to these debates? 

What objective criteria did Mr. La Botz (or any other candidate) have to satisfy to be 
invited to the structuring of tiie senatorid debates or the debates themselves? 



When were these criteria rqioited to the campdgns or otherwise made generdly 
avdld)le so that qualified candidates might attempt to satisfy tiiem? 

See Attachments 11 and 12. _ 

Mr. Brown conduded by stating tiiat **your response does not fiilly resolve my dient's concems. 
We stand by our demand. We believe there is good cause to believe that the ONO is vidating 
tiie FECA...." êe Attadunent 11. 

CO 

^ 33. Mr. Littie responded to Mr. Brown's follow-up questions via an electramcally-submitted 
^ letteronSeptember 16,2010. &e Attadunent 13. Mr. Littie did not answer any of the questions 

posed, and made it dear tfaat tfaere was absolutdy no showing Mr. La Botz codd have made to 
^ gain an invitation to the debates. No other agent representing the ONO and its corporate 
^ membera has responded to Mr. Brown's questions. 
O 

34. On Sqitember 10,2010, Complainant sent to Mr. Portman and Mr. Fisher letters via U.S. 
Mdl advising them tfaat tfaeir partidpations in tfae dd>ates oigamzed by the ONO and its 
coiporate membera violated tfae FECA. See Attachment 10. 

35. ONO and its members rdied on no pre-existing objective criteria to justify ignoring 
Compldnant, not inviting him, and categoricdly excluding him from its sdiedded debates. It 
provided Complainant with no notice, invitation, nor opportumty to meet whatever criteria it had 
in place. ONO and its membera summarily dedded tfaat they wodd invite ody the two major-
party candidates to the steged debates' because they were the two candidates of tfae Democratic 
and Rqiublican Parties. The two major-party candidates, Portman and Fidier, knoiî ngly and 
voluntarily participated in, constructed, and accqited ONO's and its membera' standards. They 
bargained for and accqited ONO's excludve invitation because jtiiey antidpated politicd and 
finandd gains that naturdly are attadied to major news organizations* (print an4 broadcast) 
excludve coverage of campaigns and debates. 

VIOLATIONS 

36. The Federd Election Canipdgn Act (FECA) prohibits corporations fixim making 
contributions or expenditures **m. connection witfa" any federd dection. 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). 
The FECA defines "contribution or expenditure" to indude "any direct or indirect payment... or 
gift ... to any candidate, campdgn committee, or politicd party or oigamzation." Id. § 
441b(b)(2). 

37. The generd prohibition described in f 36 is siibject to tiiree excqitions, which permit 
coiporate funds to be used (1) for intemd coiporate commumcations; (2) for nonpartisan 
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registration and get-out-tfae-vote campdgns by a coiporation directed to its stockholdera and 
executive and admimstrative personnd and thdr fiumlies; and (3) fbr tfae estdilishment of a 
separate segregated fund used for politicd puiposes. Id. § 441b(b)(2)(A)-(C). In addition, tfae 
FECA's generd defimtion section dso addresses the term "expenditure," defining it to indude 
any payments made "for the puipose of influenquig aay dection for Fedeid office," id. § 

' '̂ ' 431(9)(A)(i), but not to include **noiipartisau actî 'flfy dedgnod to tocouhige individuds to vote 
or to register to: vote." /if. 43t(9)(B)(ii). 

38. Under tfae FEC's regdatory sdieme, coiporate contributions and expenditures may be 
used to defiray tfae costs of conducting candidate debates where those debates are held by 

(M nonpartisan organizations, at least so long as those organizations and the structure of the ddiate 
^ meet certain criteria. Two interrdated regulations produce this result First, 11 C.F.R. § 110.13 
1̂  delineates ^e reqmrements for debate staging organizations, debate structure, and criteria for 
^ candidate selection necessaiy to qualify for exeniption from tfae contribution and expenditure 
^ restrictions. Debate stagfaig orgamzations must dtfaer be nonprofit organizations that "do not 
Kl endorae, support, or oppose uolttied candidates or politicd parties," or broadcasters tiiat are '̂ ot 

owned or controlled by a politicd party, politicd committee or candidate." It C.F.R. § 
110.13(a). Next, tiie candidate debate must indude at least two candidates and not be stmctured 
"to promote or advance one candidate over another." 11 CJP.R. § 110.13(b). Findly, debate 
staging organizations are required to use **p^^^l^^ objective criteria to determine wludi 
candidates may partidpate in the debate ....*' 11 C.F.R. .§ 110.13(c). In particdar, the FEC's 
regdations dearly state: *Tor generd dection ddiates, staging orgaiiizatioiis(s) shall not use 
nomination by a particular politicd party as tfae sole objective critetion to deteimine wfaetiier to 
indude a candidate in a dcibate." Id. 

39. The FEC has stated tiiat "[s]taging organizations must he able to show tiiat their objective 
criteria were used to pick the partidpants, and that the criteria were not designed to resdt in tiie 
sdection of certain pre-diosen partidpants." See Buchanan v. Federal Election Commission, 
112 F. Supp.2d 58,74 (D.D.C. 2000) (quoting FEC statement). 

40. The court in Buchanan v. Federal Election Commission, 112 F. Supp.2d at 74, opined 
that "[t}aken together, these statiements by the regulation's drafters strongily suggest that the 
objectivity requirement precludes debate spoUsora fiom sdecting a level of support so high tfaat 
ody tfae Democratic and Rqiublican nominees codd reasonably achieve it" 

4*1. ONO's and its corporate membera* aetions violate tfae FECA's ban on ixupoiate 
oontributions and 11 C.F.R. § 110.13(c) for fiuv independent reasons: (1) ONO and its corporate 
membera had no **pre-establisfaed objective criteria to determine whioh candidates may 
participate in tfae debate;" (2) ONO and its corporate membera used 'Anamination by a particdar 
politicd party as the sole objective criterion to detennine to include" Fisher and Portman in tfae 
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debates; (3) the ONO and its membera structured whatever criteria they imposed "to result in the 
selection of certain pre-diosen participants;" that is, the criteria were designed so "that ody the 
Democratic and Rqmblican nominees codd reasoirably adiieve i^ and (4) ONO and its 
coiporate membera kqit thdr criteria secret and fdled to disdose them to anyone outside ONO, 
its membera, and the Portman and Fisher campdgns, .̂ us denying to qualified candidates 

' (iiidiiding La Botz) the opportumty to meet the dleged cnteria. 

42. ONO and its coiporate membera are "broadcastera" within the meamng of 11 C.F.R. § 
110.13(a)(2). ONO's membera are dl for-profit coiporations. ONO and its coiporate membera 

Q benefit finanddly finm sponsoring debates. The ody permissible mechanism for ONO and its 
^ coiporate membera to stege debates involving federd candidates is for ONO and its coiporate 
^ members to comply with the terms of 11 C.F.R. § 110.13(c). Because ONO and its corporate 
Kl membera have not complied witfa 11 C.F.R. § 110.13(a)(2), they are in violation of the FECA's 
^ ban on coiporate contributions. See 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). 

^ • 
G 43. Because the FBCA prohibits "any candidate*' fixim "knowingily ... accqit[ing] or 

recdv[ing|] any contribution prohibited by this section," 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a), Fisher and Portman 
are dso in violation of the FECA's ban on coiporate contributions. Fidier and Portman 
knowingly conspired with ONO and its corporate membera to construct exdusive ddiates in 
violation of 11 C.F.R. § 110.13(a)(2). Complamant notified tfae Fidier and Portman campdgns 
by Umted States Mdl on Sqitember 10, 2010 tiiat the ddiates sponsored by tiie ONO and its 
coiporate membera violated the FECA. Still, Fidier and Portman have diosen to participate m 
tfae debates and knowingly accept tfae udawful coiporate contribution. 

DEMAND FOR RELIEF 
WHEREFORE, Complainant, Dan La Botz, respectfiilly requests tfaat tfae Commission 

investigate tfae dlegations contained in this Complaint, dedare that tfae Respondents are in 
violation of tfae Federd Election Campdgn Act and applicable FEC regdations, and impose 
sanctions commensurate with these violations. 

DEMAND FOR EXPEDITED PROCEEDINGS 
AND EMERGENCY RELIEF 

Compldnant fiirtfaer requests tfaat tfae Commisdon take whatever action it nuiy deem 
necessary and appropriate to expedite its proceedings and cause emergency relief to be entered to 
prevent the ONO's planned debates fixim taking place without Complainant's partidpation. This 
includes attempting immediate condliation under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(4)(A), instituting emergency 
proceedings in the United States District Court for the Southem District of Ohio in order to 
obtain a temporary restraining order and/or prdiminaiy injunction prohibiting Reqiondents fiom 

11 



violating tiie FECA, see 2 U.S.C. § 437g(6)(A), and/or refemng the matter to tfae Attorney 
Generd of tiie United States for immediate prosecution. See 2 U;S.C. § 437g(5XC). 
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' I swear under pendty of perjury that the :dlegations contd&ied ui tfais Complamt are, upon 
information and belief, true and correct 

Swqrnpurauant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

DanLa Botz 

Swom to and subscribed before me this ̂ [jday of September, 201 

My commission expires: bTJiUf 2ol^ 

Notary 

= . : ^ ^ ^ g / = NOTARY 
SUSZKIW 

NOTARY PUBUC 
STATE OF OHIO 

Recorded In 
:̂ f̂ ^̂ ^̂ -̂';̂ \̂̂  . Hamilton County 

OF Comm.Exp.2ne/14 

Respectfiilly submitted. 

Mark R. Brown 
Attomey-at-Law 
303 E. Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43210 
614-236-6590 
mbrown@law.capitd.edu 
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U.S. Senate candidates agree to three televised debates 
Sharelhls 

Ohio's eight largest newspapers to sponsor events 

Wednesday, September 1,2010 11:00 AM 

The Columbus Dispatch 
Ohio's two major-party candidates for the U.S. Senate have agreed 
to three, one-hour televised debates that will be hosted by the stete's 
eight largest newspapers. 
Republiean Rob Portman and Democrat Les Fisher will debate in 
Cleveland, Cdumbus and Toledo, the campaigns announced this 
moming. The Cleveland debate will be held Oct. 8 at the City Club of 
Cleveland. 

Dates and locations for the Columbus and Toledo debates have not 
been set. 

The one-hour debates will be televised by the local TV partners of 
three of the eight newspapers sponsoring the debates, as well as by 
ONN. the statewide cable news network. The City Club debate will 
be held before a public audience, as is tradition. The debates in 
Columbus aad Toledo will be studio debates, without a studio 
audience present. 

The campaigns accepted the proposal from the newspapers that a 
panel of four newspaper reporters pose questions at each debate, 
and that the debates be moderated by a journalist affiliated with one 
of the pertoering TV stetions. 

The joumalisto will come from tho stefis of the sponsoring 
newspapers, ell members ofthe Ohio Newspaper Organization: 77ie 
Repos/lbfy in Canton, The Plain Oea/er of Cleveland, 77?e Olspatoh, 
Ttie O'na'nnati Enquirer, Dayton Daily News, Ttie Blade of Toledo, 
A^ron Beacon Journal and Ttie Vihef/cator of Youngstown. 

FILE 
U.S. Senate candidates Rob 
Portman, left, and Lao Fisher 

DIspatohPolitics 

• DispatchPoOQcs.oom 
Compiete coverage of Ohio 
pontics 

• The Dally Briefing 
The Dispatch's piJbiic sfbirB 
team sates the appetites of 
political Junkies wKh bite-sizsd 
portions ofthe news and whafs 
behind It 

• Budwye Forum 
Veteran ppHHcal repocters 
exaniine ONo politics in this 
weekly podeast 

Today's polftical 
news 
• GE asks briehaus to revise 

campaign ad 

http.7/www.dispatohpolitics.coni/live/content/locd_news/stories/2010/09/01/oopy/senate-c... 9/15/2010 
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"Part of the mission of newspapers is to infonn our communities 
about the public policy positions being token by those who seek 
pubilc office. By agreeing to these debates. Fisher and Portman will 
allow voters to hear first hand what agendas they'll pureue tf elected 
to the U.S. Senate." said Benjamin Mdnison, editor of 7l?e Dispatdi. 
"V\fe*re delighted to be able lo help bring these debates to Ohioans 
and appredati»$<that the campaigns believe in the value in public 
debates."' 

Both candidates will appear on the Nov. 2 ballot. 

The newspaper oiganization also will host two debates for the major-
party candidates for govemor. Gov. Ted Strickland, a Democrat, will 
debate Repubfican John Kasich, a former congressman. Will debate 
Sept 14 in Columbus at COSl and Oct. 7 in Toledo at the Drisooll 
Alumni Center at the University of Toledo. While the one-hour 
debates are closed, requiring a ticket for admission, audiences will 
be present. 

The same format will be used for the gubernatorial debates as is 
being used in the senate debates. 

• Fonrner Democratic chakman in 
Cleveland indided on bribery 
charges 

• Voinovlch helps dear path fbr 
business aM 

• Tea party dunking primary 
opponents 

• HeaHh-refons leg|^allenge 
poised fbr frial 

• Democrats fraduiing over tax 
outs 

• Blagojevteh asks judge to 
nullify tone oonvkiton 

• Campaign Ad V\tateh: Zack 
Space's Trader commerdai 

• Senate candidates flexllile on 
tax cute 

• School board primary proposal 
gets littie feedback 

• Sheriff, humane sodety at 
odds over dog^ care in Pike 
County 

- Neighborhood teaders seek 
consistency on home mles 

• \Afest Jefferson mayor ousted 
in rscall vote 

• Licking County envisions tours 
in historic Jail 

• Few back SWACO fee rsquest 

• A dvil fight 

• Clinton: Dems deserve 2 more 
years 

• Chito-supportworicera wont get 
3.5% raises 

" Chief Justioe relaxes 
foredosure deadlines 

• Backer of referendum on stoto 
remains mystery 

• August state revenue ran 
higher than expected 

• The Hot Issue: Did the debate 
change your mind about either 
Gov. Ted Striddand or John 
Kasteh? 

Type in your commenlB bekw 

Name r 
(appears 

httnn̂ /wwv̂ disndchTÔ  9/,l S/2aiA. 



toledQblade.com - The Blade Toledo Ohio Page 1 of3 

rvi 
rsi 

Kl 

Nl 

in) RATES FROM <'N 

or •> -•• 
H,. J VNi 

/' Zi:, • 
I SufeMfba/HmiMf I MwaHMff/RudarSinrttai i CantaetUt I TDdifiFraatl 

toledoBSade. ITHBI 

filliliieisiorMM. 

Piwmir 

» Multimedia » ObHuarlea » Opinion > Sports » Business » Arts/Entertainment » Coiumntato » Thin Slices * Dally Logs » 

» Clieelfieda » Mobile Edition I E4aR Signup I oeUMICHXOMFuSH* I Audlens I Pelt I OiderPlwlM I SpeetaitalMeet » 

» Poll I ICS/Ele tti Ons 

Monroe sumtSTOSE. 
',:t-'̂  Tho Lev// ' 

.•I'.Tyrnc.-n:' 

ShanflMf 

CMNI» ANMIMI 1 seoiyt I ^1 

LATEST HEADUNeS 

Ndghbora - Midiiaan 
Updated: 8:02 am 
Monroe County scHool 
dIstrteteatabntOB lenamad | 

c a n i p u t » 

Uptfatad: 7:40 am 
42-yeir«id woman eUln 
e v e m l o M » 

BladaAroa 
updated: 12:24 am 

(ami) 
HQZZ'Z^'U 

MzfjZ^Ji 
<" .I:- <•: 'iy P: -l 

r«10W 

Ftoher and Portman s 
live totevtolon 
• r TOM TROY 

•uu}f pouna wmiTCR 

oledo on Updated: li:22 pm 
WeotonoalnellMlnlMewl A . 
graniB to eld Qraat Ukea 

The liw nislBrpaity camMaMB nmning for ONoTB open U.S. Senate eeai 
we IMa on m VMirfifat tele«laed debato Od. 4 bl Toledo. 

ftaptMean flob Portman and Democrat Lee Fhhar egieed on me lenns or 
ttirae dabalBB wMi rapraeenlaUwBS of Ihe OMo Newspaper OiganliaUen. 
eMch tichdee The Btede. 

V I H I a j . B — ^ 

Updated: 7:33 ««« 
Fleher and Poftman eparOcL 4 In 
Toledo on live tetovielon »h 

updated: 12:33 am 
e n would ax panere eelectlon of 

T H E M A D E 

^ATE 

Toledo TV atatton WTVG-TV. 
Channel 13, we host no U M 
debala in tte endMkiniid. 
Bewiiiar High Sdwel. aOU Bfien 
Trauingi news dhwder. Ths 
debele wn net be open to gte 

SPKULfWIURE 

He said • » debala wU be oirerail 
I toother OMo TV 

S Zoom I Photo RBprinM 

Tho onshour event b lo siBit 817 p m end b to be fflodersM by Channel 
199 Diane Laison. QueiUoni wfl oeme litom a panel of raporteis Aom The 
Blado. Daylon OSily Newe, Ptabt DoMerofCiawlend. end Ihe Cohimbue 
Oiapakh. 

oCle¥alMidCltyC 
rRTBeoelMHf^B! 

8ubeeqii(|ig.deliplBB era eal tor f 
> M i r S e u i a jfttolumbus.« 

Mr. Plaher end Mr. Penman ara vying for Vie seet held by Repubfcen 
Gaoige VWnovKh, who Is not sseUng isoleoilan. 

Club end 

Mr. Fliheii a Conner OMo sHoniay 
generail hea been OMona HeuMnenl 
goeemarBMBSaow.Mr.PeSh—i.s W s d 
fonner GlndMnail̂ ^vvs oonfiwflMn, lalM i 
Is flMMng Ms M l ilMiwMe M l for 

QD 

So tafi OMo volan hevo lelaamd Ow cempdlgne BHBlly gmugh news 
nports, MMmel Megs, and MevWon sdvwUng. 

Ths Oewa Ive dBbBBo wM gvo MMora SB epportHBy to lOrai Mhand 
' aa al Iw candMalatf danwanar. gcBop ol M taise. enl poBcy 

, eau Mirf Fnnk, O«GBB«B edior of The SMB. 

cUpstenj 
missed a favorite video? 

B E C O M E A E A N 

ABvnnsms JUCIIONS 

liwIaH—adMaiwSBdw 

diehaMaii 

•tt la dbalBus how Important Ida eras IB to each or too poiUcai partes." Mr. 
Pranek eaM. ̂ M a n In northweai Ohio een raely melw 0 dineranea In who 
whiB and vdw IOBBB fliit Novombor, and Hw campalgna raoognlao Ms. ' 

aOiO RocrasHoaal tanplng and RV eiraclory 

• adveitisements 

Lucas Cofialy Arena 

htto://to1ednh1ade.co«l6ffi!itil6/201flnQnR/NRWRnQ/Qn7n^ 



toledoblade.com - The Blade ~ Toledo Ohio Page 2 of3 

LO 

rvi 

1*1 

Nl 
Q 
Kl 

Belt GSfflpslgns Inusd sMMnienis walooming Ihe opportunRy to meho 
liib-GssB In TolBds OOL 4, aa weD aa mo debalaa to toOnr. 
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DISPATCH POLL RESULTS 

GOP resurgent 
ShareThis 

More Ohioans plan to vote for Republicans in the election, and 
they are excited to do so. But a lot can happen before Nov. 2. 
Sunday, September 5, 2010 03:00 AM 

BY DARREL ROWLAND 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

Republican candidates have grabbed double-digit leads in the races 
for governor and the U.S. Senate, and the swelling red tide could 
lead to a GOP sweep of statewide offices, the first Dispatch Poll of 
the 2010 campaign shows. 

With voter enthusiasm running neariy three times higher among 
Republicans than Democrats, GOP gubematorial candidate John 
Kasich leads by 12 points over Gov. Ted Strickland while GOP 
Senate hopeful Rob Portman tops Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher by 13 points. 

"I am enthusiastic about the upcoming election because it will kick 
out many of the incumbents," said survey participant Aivars Vlmba, 
70, a retired technician from suburban Cincinnati and a Republican. 
"My wife, who hasn't voted in years, will vote this time." 

At the other end of the state, Edward Obloy, a 62-year-old lawyer 
and management consultant from Toledo, said, 'This is pn^babiy the 
single most important election in my lifetime. Ifthe country delivers 
control to the Democrats agdin, no govemor on (President Barack) 
Obama's accelerator will be in place and as a consequence we'll be 
unable to reverse course befbre he leaves office." 

Strickland's camp conceded weeks ago thet he would probably lose 
if Ohio still had only limited eariy voting. But with any eligible voter 
now able to get an atisentee ballot, Democrats have more than 30 
days starting late this month to get their less-than-enthused base out. 

CHARUE ZilMKUSDlSPATCH 
lOUSTRATIONS 

«S*«frlW??ifla«>,^^r^ news/steifiesaOlO/a9/05/oopy/gop-resu... 9/15/2010 
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Eariy voting could be enhanced in Democrat-rich large counties 
t)ecause local officials mailed applications fbr absentee ballots to all 
voters and are paying the retum postage, a factor that brought a 
GOP fsderal lawsuit last week. 

In theory, the political dynamics also could be transformed by the two 
debates between Kasidiî nd Strickland - tte;firat is next week - and 
the three matchups between Portman and Fisher. 

Republican candidates lead for all down-ticket statewide offices on 
the Nov.2 ballot fomier U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine for attomey general, 
Delaware County Prosecutor Dave Yost for auditor, state Sen. Jon 
Husted for secretory of state, state Rep. Josh Mandel for treasurer, 
Juatice Maureen O'Connor for chief justice and Justioe Judith Ann 
Lanzinger for re-ielectlon. 

The mail survey of 1,622 randomly chosen registered Ohio voters 
from Aug. 25 through Friday has a margin of sampling error of plus 
or minus 2.2 perceritage points. 

Thus when the error margin and undecided voters are taken into 
accountl the only race that currently appears out of reach for the 
Democrats is chief justice, where O'Connor has a huge lead over 
cunent Chief Juatice Eric Brown, appointed by Strickland last spring. 
Ne minor-party candidate got rnore then 6 points for any office. 

Of course, polls taken t>efore Latior Day, particulariy for lower-profile 
races, can change dramatically, especially once TV ads hit the 
aimvaves. That might auger well fbr such big-bankroll candidates as 
Husted and Derhocrat David Pepper in the auditor's race. 

Because the campaigns for everything except governor and U.S. 
Senate likely have been all-but-invisible to most Ohio voters, ifs 
presumably the RepubHean label that is oarrying the day for now. 

The supporters of every statewide GOP candidate are two to three 
times as likely as those who are backing the Democratic candidiate to 
say they are more enthused than usual for this year's eiection. 

However, that Republican advantage all but disappears in the 
matchup for justioe and actually is reversed for chief justioe; judicial 
candidates dont carry a party designation on the general election 
ballot. 

The party label is key to respondent David Murray, 54, a 
teleoommunication technician and union memhenfrom Dayton, who 
is voting a straight Republican ticket. 

"Regretfully, this cunent crop of Democrats has repeatedly proven 
themselves, almost without exception, untrustworthy of the power 
associated with their offices," he said. 
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If Republicans end up winning all the statewide contests, it would match the GOP "three-peat sweep" 
of 1994,1998 and 2002 and retum Ohio to the all-Republican mle that the state experienced from 
1995 through 2006. Just four years ago. Democrats won every statewide nonjudiolal race except 
auditor. 

Such an outcome also would give the GOP control again of the state Apportionment Board, which 
redraws legislative districts, a^thus an upper h£0 in General Assembly races for the next decade. 

If Ohioans' sentiments favoring Republicans extend to legislative and congressional races, that could 
mean the GOP will retake control of the Ohio House and vulnerable first-term Democratic members 
of Congress such as Mary Jo Kiiroy of Columbus will be knocked out of office. 

a> 
(M Strickland won by more than 20 points over Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell four years ago, 
<N but less than two-thirds of those who say they voted for the Democrat in 2006 are backing him now. 
^ "(Fonner Gov. Bob) Taft was a disaster, and I wasn't happy with the way things were going under the 
^ Republicans so I voted Democratic rather than for Strickland," sakJ one of those switching skies, 
^ Ralph Holter, 68, a retired sales representative firom suburban Cleveland. 
O 

ifi "I'm not thrilled with him either. I liked what I heard about Kasich when he was in Congress." 

Strickland is certainly not without defenders. 
"I chose Gov. Strickland because he has not had enough time to accomplish his goals because the 
national economy has been in the tank for so tong. I like his plans and hope he gets four more years 
to implement them," said Frank Ottena, 80, a retiree finom North Canton. 
John McMaken, 51, a phannacist firom Mason, said, "I wouM be considered a Republican but am 
going to vote for Strickland because he has done a good, nonpartisan job, espedaliy considering the 
economic climate." 

But McMaken retums to his GOP roots for the Senate race because he lives in Portman's former 
congressional district and "he did a good job." 

Dennis Stieber. 50. a deputy auditor from Nonvalk. Is voting for Fisher, who also was Uie state's 
development director. 

"Lee Fisher was a true fighter for us here in Non /̂alk when our Nonwalk Fumiture plant closed. He 
came here personally to broker a deal with other investors to help kieep the company in some type of 
solvency with new management. He kept jobs here." 

drowland@dispatch.com 
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Debate details lie ahead for Fisher, Portman 
ShareThis 

Tuesday. July 20.2010 07:18 AM 

BY JONATHAN RISKIND 

The Columbus Dispatch 

Let the debate over debates begin! 

Democratic U. Gov. Lee Fisher's U.S. Senate campaign yesterday 
challenged his GOP rival to seven debates, beginning in eariy 
/^gust, to be held at agreed-upon locations in Cleveland, Columbus, 
Cincionati, I'oledo, Youngetown, Dayton and souttieastem Ohie. 

Jessica Towhey, spokeswoman for Rob Portman's campaign, said. 
"Of course there will be debates. We look fonvard to a series of 
debates, and we'll be in touch with Lt. Gov. Fisher's campaign to 
woric out the details.' 

It's no surprise that Fisher. Ohio lieutenant govemor. is first out of the 
box wttli the debate challenge. The candidate who lags in campaign 
cash often is the most eager to face off in as many debates as 
possible. 

Fisher reported $1.3 million on hand as of the end of the year's 
second quarter, compared witii Portman's $8.8 million. Portman 
already has been on the air statewide with two television ads, while 
Fisher has yet to run his first general-election spot 

in a letter to Portman, Fisher says, "While you and 1 have proposed 
vastly different plans to get eur economy moving fonward again, we 
both have e responeibiiity te share our plans for oreatirtg jobs directly 
with Ohioans." 

Portman. a former congressman from Cincinnati and budget director 
and trade representative for President George W. Bush, helped Bush 
in 2000 and Vice Preskient Cheney in 2000 and 2004 prepare for 
debates by standing in for their Democratic rivals. 

DispatchPollt ics 

• DlspatchPolitIC8.com 
Complete coverage of Ohio 
politics 

• The Daily Briefing 
The Dispatch's public affairs 
team sates the appetites of 
politlGai junkies ̂ th bite-sized 
portions ofthe news and whaTs 
behind n. 

• Budceye Fomm 
Veteran poUticel reporterB 
examine Ohio polities in this 
weefdy podeast 

Today's political 
news 

' GE asks Driehaus to revise 
campaign ad 

• Former Democratic chairman in 
Cleveland indicted on bribery 
charges 

• Voinovich helps dear path for 
business aid 

• Tea party dunidng primary 
opponents 

• Health-reform legal ehallenge 
poised for trial 

• Democrats fracturing over tax 
cuts 

• Blagojevich asks judge to 
nullify lone oonvictton 

iQlltlCS, , it/local news/stories/2010/07/20/copy/debate-d... 
' •iiiiniriiiiiftiiUftiiMiHl wiinMiiiiMi iiiiWlilWiiillMaillllftliWMiiiiiiiiro ll I 

9/15/2010 



Debate details lie ahead for. Fisher, Porbnan | Columbus Dispatch Politics rage 2 oiJ 

Portman did the same for Repubiican presidential candidate John 
McCain in 2008, assuming the role of now-President Barack Obama 
during McCain's debate preparations. 

jrlskind@dispatch.com 
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Sunday. Juty 25.2010 03:02 AM 

Tuesday's Dispatch article "Debate details lie ahead for fHsher, Portman' neglected to mention that 
Rob Portman and Lee Fisher are not the only U.S. Senate candkiates. One of the big debates 

sunrounding the debates is the right of the public to hear from candidates, such as myself, who are noi 
from the two major parties. 

Often, only the corporate parties, tiie Republicans and Democrate, get a hearing, even though 
Americans are increasingly fed up with them. Three recent polls—Rasmussen, Gallup and Pew — 
suggest that about one-tiiird of the American people are sympathetic to socialism. Yet the Socialist, 

Green and other parties seldom are included in the debates. 

Shouldn't the American pubKe have the right to hear from all ofthe candidates? And shouldn't The 
Dispatch make it a point to infonn the public about tiie range of candkiates, parties and platfomns? 

I am eager to debate tiie other candidates. I think Ohioans want to hear all of the altematives. 

DAN La BOTZ 

Ohio Socialist Party 

Candidate for U.S. Senate 

Cincinnati 
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